Dropped Calls

Hindrances to Answered Prayer

Not Being Right With God
1. Proverbs 15:8 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases him.

2. Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
3. John 9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will.
4. 1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."
Group Questions:

1. Whose prayers will God not hear?

2. Who does God NOT listen to?

3. Whose Prayers please God?

4. God’s ears are attentive to whose prayers?

5. If you want God to listen, be attentive to, and answer your prayers, what do you need to do first?

Not Being Right With Others
Not forgiving someone
· Mark 11:25-26 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your sins.”
Being Harsh with your spouse

· 1 Peter 3:7  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Group Questions:

1. Can your prayers be heard if you are not forgiven of your sins?

2. If you won’t forgive someone of their sins against you, can you be forgiven of yours?

3. Therefore, if you won’t forgive someone of their sins, will God hear your prayers?

4. If you treat your wife badly, will God hear your prayers?
Praying With The Wrong Motive
To please selfish desires

· James :3  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
To Be seen by men

· Matthew 6:5-6  "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
· Mark 12:40  They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely."
· Luke 20:47  They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most severely."
Group Questions:

1. Why doesn’t God give a million dollars to everyone who asks for it?

2. Is a selfish person right with God? Are selfish prayers heard? Why are those two things related?

3. What was wrong with the Hypocrites prayers?

4. What kind of prayer will be rewarded?
5. Why does Jesus say to go pray in your room privately?

6. Is it wrong to pray in front of others?

7. List some ways that people might pray to be seen by men today?
Praying Mindlessly or Memorized Prayers

· Matthew 6:7  And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.
Group Questions:

1. Why doesn’t saying the same memorized prayer over and over do any good?

2. Which is more powerful a long beautiful memorized prayer or a short ineloquent sincere prayer?  Why?

3. What do you think God is looking for in prayer?
