Talking Points

The Lord’s Prayer as a prayer outline

The “Lord’s Prayer,” as it’s called, is not a prayer to be memorized and mindlessly repeated but rather an outline for topics to be covered in prayer. Jesus was showing “how” to pray not what to say word for word. This is a model prayer or a template for prayer.  Let’s discover the seven areas on Jesus prayer list.
READ: Matthew 6:9-13 "This, then, is how you should pray: "‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
Write in your own words the seven things Jesus prayed to His Father in Heaven.  After each person has sufficient time to complete the exercise, take turns sharing your categories with the group. 
1. _________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________
5.  _________________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________________
7. _________________________________________________________
Please read and discuss how the verses are related to the Lord’s prayer:
“Hallowed be your name”

· John 12: 28 “Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 
· John 17:1  “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”
 “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”

· Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
· 2 Thessalonians 1:11  “With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.”
 “Give us today our daily bread”

· Luke 9:16  Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people.
· Matthew 4:4  Jesus answered, "It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’"
“Forgive us our debts”

· James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”

· Acts 8:22 “Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart.”

 “As we also have forgiven our debtors”

· Luke 6:28 “bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”

· Matthew 5:44  “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”

 “And lead us not into temptation”

· Colossians 4:3 “And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.”

· James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”
 “But deliver us from the evil one”

· 2 Thessalonians 3:-2-3 “And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.”

· Romans 15:31  “Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there”
Questions for Group Discussion:

· Who are we to pray to according to Jesus?

· What benefit is it to glorify the name of God in prayer?
· Why do we need to pray for the will of God to be done?  (See James 4:2)
· When a Christian prays and asks for forgiveness what does God promise to do? (hint 1 John 1:9)

· Why do you think God wants you to pray for those who mistreat you?

· How often are you tempted and how often should you pray about it?  
· Who do we need to be delivered from?  How does this show the importance of prayer?
