CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

An Inspired Call

We know that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Therefore, the Psalms are useful to us today. They are songs and prayers which can teach us to be “equipped for” the “good work” of prayer.  

We know that “no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21).Therefore the Psalms are in fact, prayers inspired by the Holy Spirit. In the book of Psalms we have 150 inspired calls to God which teach us how to pray and sing. 

One of those inspired prayers gives us a look into the private prayer life of King David, the man after God’s own heart.  It was a prayer that was also a song. It was for the director of music, to be played on flutes, and written by King David himself.

Read Psalm 5:1-3 Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my sighing. 2 Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. 3 In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

Questions:

What did King David want his King and God to consider?
How would you characterize the tone of David’s prayer? 
When did David pray and lay his requests before the LORD and why do you think he prayed then?

After David laid his requests before the Lord, what would he then do? Why is that important?
Read Psalm 5:4-6 You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell. 5 The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong. 6 You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the LORD abhors. 

Questions:

What things does David list here that would hinder your prayers from being heard?

What attitude cannot stand in God’s presence through prayer?

Why is being sincere and honest with God in prayer is important according to verse six?

Read Psalm 5:7-8   But I, by your great mercy, will come into your house; in reverence will I bow down toward your holy temple. 8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies— make straight your way before me. 

Questions:

By what attribute of God can we approach the house of God in prayer?

What attitude did King David have as he bowed in prayer?

What did David want God to lead him in because of his many enemies?

What attitude do you think most people approach God with in prayer?

Read Psalm 5:9-10 Not a word from their mouth can be trusted; their heart is filled with destruction. Their throat is an open grave; with their tongue they speak deceit. 10 Declare them guilty, O God! Let their intrigues be their downfall. Banish them for their many sins, for they have rebelled against you. 
Questions:

What is wrong with the prayers from the mouth of the wicked?

What is in the heart of the wicked?

What is in the throat and on the tongue of the wicked?

What is their attitude toward God?
Read Psalm 5:11-12 But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you. 12 For surely, O LORD, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.
When we turn things over to God in prayer and in essence take refuge in His grace, what will be the result?

Those who love and rejoice in the Name of Jesus will have what spread over them?

As we appeal in prayer to God’s mercy with humility, take refuge in his promises, and seek His righteousness, God will surround us with what?

Final Thought Between you and God: Could you honestly pray this prayer? Do you pray as fervently, daily, and expectantly as David?  Do you have his attitude? Do you appeal to God’s mercy and seek righteousness each morning? Do you Cry out to Him and take refuge in him?  Or are you in rebellion?
