When Was Jesus Born?

Dear Mr. Faull,    I always thought December 25th was Jesus Birthday. A friend told me that it’s not. When is Jesus Birthday?
Answer:

The answer is we do not know for sure the exact day Jesus was born. However, the Bible does give several very interesting clues to an approximate date of Jesus birth.  
Luke 2:8 “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.” 
We know from history that Judean shepherds would not be outside all night with their sheep in the winter months, but kept them in pens or shelter buildings during the cooler weather. 
Nor would the Roman Government be so foolish as to ask for people to travel to their home towns to pay taxes during the harsh winter. Normally, taxation happened in the fall at the end of harvest when it was easiest for people to pay.  Jesus was most likely born during the warmer months in the fall.
We know that Jesus was thirty years old when he began his ministry (Luke 3:23). We know Jesus ministry lasted 31/2. years. We know Jesus died on the Passover, which is in the spring. If you go back 331/2 years from when he was crucified and raised, you have Jesus being born sometime in mid to late September. 
Luke 1:36 shows us that John the Baptist was six months older than Jesus, and we know when John the Baptist was born.  Luke 1:5 teaches us that John’s Father, Zacharias was a priest of the division of Abijah. The priests were divided into 24 such divisions who would take turns serving at the temple in Jerusalem (see 1 Chronicles 27:1-2). 
A Jewish historian from the first century named Josephus tells us when each of the priestly division did their service. The Priests of the Abijah division served in early June. The week after his service he would need to stay because it was Pentecost. After which he went to his home about 30 miles away where his wife conceived in mid to late June (Luke 1:23-24).  John the Baptist would have been born nine months later in mid to late March. Jesus was therefore born six months after John in mid to late September. 
This would place Jesus birth during the Feast of Tabernacles. It would also explain why the shepherds were outside at night because it was the tradition during the feast to camp out in small crude shelters called “booths” (see Leviticus 23:42). This explains why Jesus was “laid in a manger.”  The Greek word for manger in Luke 2:7 is also translated in Luke 13:15 as a “stall.”  Jesus was laid in a “stall” or “tabernacle” because it was on the Feast of Tabernacles when he was born.  
It would also fit with John 1:14 which says, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us...” The word translated as “dwelling” is the Greek word which means “to abide in a tabernacle.” So, on the Feast of Tabernacles, God’s son was born and put on a tabernacle of human flesh. 
We are not exactly sure what day Jesus was born. However, the evidence points to Jesus being born in late September around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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